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your forefathers. And | said, ‘I shall neper annul My covenant with you, 2 bul
youshaﬂnotsea!amoawﬁu%dxeﬂﬂzabﬂa!ztsafﬂlisland;qou§haﬂbmak
apantheiraltars.'&ugoudidmthearmmMyvoioa’MmsUusﬂmtyau
hauedona”Solalsosaid,'lshaﬂnotchasememotdbefomyowandlheywﬂ
beuntoyou[asmonEMyoszidm,‘andtfzeirgodswElbeahapforyou
4Ithappawdthatwhenmeemissalyofﬂmspokemaeumrdstoaﬂﬂw
Children of Israel, the peopie raised their voices and wept. * They named that
pIaceBodwim[Oymg],andmeybfmghtoffairgsdmrEmHASfm
6Joshuahadsenu.hepeopleaway'amilhzCtu'ldrenoflsraelhadgone,
every man lo his herilage, Lopossessmeland.’mepeoplesavedm
all the days of Joshua and all the(days of the elders)who outlived Joshuz,
who had seen all the great work of H M, which He had done for Israel.*

".-.-lt;shuasono,'l‘lm, mesamantoffhsrﬂw,cﬁedattfmageofahwxbeda;;f

ten years. * They buried him within the borders of his herilage, in Timnath-heres
in Mount Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. *° That entire generation, as well, was
gathered in to its forefathers. A new generalion arose after them that did not
know HASHEM, nor the deeds that He had performed for Israel.

1\ The Children of Israel would do what was eud in the eyes of HAsHEM, and
would worship the Baalim.* 12 They would forsake HAsHEM, the God of their
forefathers, Who took them out of the land of Egypt, and follow the gods of
others, from among the gods of the peoples that were around them; they would
prostrate themselves to them and anger HAsHEM. © They would forsake HASHEM
and worship the Baal and the Ashtaroth.

4 Then the wrath of HASHEM would flare against Israel and He would defiver
themn into the hands of plunderers and they woudd phunder them, and He would
deliver them into the hands of their enemies al around, so that they could no
longer stand before their enemies. ' Wherever they would go out fin battle], the
hand of HasHEM would be upon them for evil — as HASHEM had spoken and as
HasHEM had swom to them — and they would be very distressed.

16 Then HASHEM would set up judges who would save themn from the hand of
their plunderers. V7 But they would not hearken to their judges either, for they
would stray after the gods of others and prosirale themselves lo them. They
would tum away quickly from the path that their forefathers had traveled, lo
hearken lo the commandments of HAstEM; they did not do so. *

18 When HASHEM would set up judges for them, HASHEM would be with the
_judge and he would save them from the hand of their enemies afl the days of the

_judge, for HAsHEM would have refented because of their outcry before those who |

oppressed them and who cushed them.

13 But then il would happen that upon the death of the judge they would tum
back and be even more corrupt than their forefathers, to folfow the gods of
others, lo worship them, and lo prostrate themselves before them. They would
not omit any of their misdeeds or their stubbom way. 2 So the wrath of HASHEM
would flare against Israel and He would say, “Because this nation has violated
My covenant that | commanded their forefathers and they did not hearken to My
voice, 2! I, too, shall no longer drive away any man from before them, from
among the nations that Joshua left when he died, 2 in order to test Israel through
them: Are they observing the way of HasHEM, to follow them as their forefathers
observed, or not?"*

23 So HasHEM let those nations remain, without driving them out quickly, and
He did not deliver them into Joshua’s hand.
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) _R. Samuel b. Nahmani said:
It is the Book of Judges, which is here called the Book of Jashar,
because it contains the verse, In hose days there was no King in Israel;
every man did that which was Jashar ['right'in his own eyes.'® And where
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The Baraisa now gives the authorship of the books of Scripture:
1202 ™M1 — WHO WROTE THEM? ~ 2VX) oyba W9 IME0 2N3 Nwn
— \MOSES WROTE HIS BOOK [the Pentateuch], THE PASSAGE OF
BILAM.2 AND the Book of JOB. w2 minwi1Ndv 242 yuim
7712w — JOSHUA WROTE HIS BOOK AND THE last EIGHT VERSES
OF THE PENTATEUCH., which describe events that took place atter
Moses’ death. (m11)2wsw) 1199303 HXMW)— SAMUEL WROTE
HIS BOOK, AND the Books of JUDGES AND RUTH . 239 312 117
Ry 77wy T Sy @Ynn — DAVID WROTE THE BOOK OF PSALMS
IN COLLABORATION WITH TEN ELDERS:®  NwxI7 DIX M1 by
— WITH ADAM, THE FIRST MAN, who contributed to psalm 127
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(1] MW Moses received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua;
Joshua to the Elders) the Elders to the Prophets; and the Prophets

. transmitted it fo

¢ Men of the Great Assembly. They [the Men of the Great

Assembly] said three things: Be deliberate in judgment; develop many

disciples; and make a fence for the Torah.

EJ\) % Al @ A

3 Joshua received [the Torah] from Moses, as it is stated,.And
thou shalt put of thy honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children
of Israel may hearken.'*

The elders received it from Joshua, as it is stated, And the
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord, that He

had wrought for Israel."? o
he Judges received it from the elders)y as it is stated, And
it came to pass in the days when the judgesjudged.”

The prophets received it from the Judges, as it is stat_ed,
I have sent unto you all My servants the prophets, sending them daily betimes
and often.’®

Haggai, Zecharizh an

prophets. ‘
The men of the Great Assembly*® received it from Haggai,

Zechariah and Malachi. THEY SAID THREE THINGS: BE
DELIBERATE IN JUDGMENT, RAISE UP MANY DISCIFLES, AND
MAKE A FENCE ROUND THE TORAH.*

d Malachi received it from the [earlier]
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It would now be in order to discuss the role of the Judge vis-a-vis the
King. This material is based on the Abravanel’s essay on the subject.

There are several similarities that should be nolcd.@olh Judges and
Kings were divinely selected after which they received the consent of the
Sanhedrin and the approval of the people to attain their position (cf. below
2:16; 8:22; 11:8). Kings however, were crowned by Israel, but were obligated
to go through the unique process of anointment by prophet which served tc
indicate that they were especially chosen for their role by G-d (cf. Deut.
l7:15@ccondly, both were military leaders and maintained judgeship (cl.
3:10 and I Samuel 8:20). Although this is not explicitly stated by all the
Judges, that is because some of them had no wars during their rule and
others had no judgments, however, they were indeed empowered to deal
with both aspects@Thirdly, they were allowed to temporarily administer
punishments not prescribed by the Torah, as necessary for the time and
situation of occurrence (cf. 8:16; 12:4; San. 46a). Ljkewise, this applies to
kings as in II Samuel 1:15; 12:5 (see Comm. Dig.3Fourthly, both Judges
and Kings were to be honored and respected. One who rebelled against
them was deservant of death (cf. Deut. 17:12 and Josh. 1:18). It was for this
reason too that_Gideon punished the men of Succoth and Penuel (see
Chapter 8:4—17@Fiﬂhly, there was a continuous chuin of leadership with-
out any gaps both during the time of the Judges (sce Comm. Dig. below
17:6) as well as during the reign of the kings (cf. Ex. Rabbah 40). This facili-
tates an exact chronological reckoning of Jewish history as recorded in the
Scriptures.

1) There are also several differences between the Kings and the Judges.

irstly, a King was only appointed by anointment through a prophet. This
showed that he was especially chosen for his role by G-d (cf. I Samuel 26:9;
II Samuel 23:1). The Davidic house was anointed with oil contained in a
horn (Pp) alongside a spring or river in Jerusalem, whereas the kings of the
House of Israel were anointed at other sites with the oil contained in a flask
(79). For further elaboration on this subject see Judaica Edition II Samuel
page xviill%econdly, the king’s basic function was national; to save the
people from their enemies and to render decisions according to necessity,

overstepping due process of Torah law. On the other hand, Judges basically
dealt with the daily problems of the people. Their primary function was to
uphold Torah law and foster it (see Deut. 16:18-20; 17:8—13¥Thirdly, the
King had certain obligations upon him which the Judge did not have. See
Deut. 17:15-20 and Introduction to Il Samuel page xx1. These laws were
important to assure that the king should not lose perspective of his role as
G-d’s representative and feel that he is above the law. However, the judge
was more subordinated to uphold the Torah laws and thus had no need for
these special rule&:ourthly, the King was accorded certain honors that the
Judge was not. No one was allowed to sit on the king’s seat or ride his horse
or use his rod or marry his widow (see Introduction to 11 Samuel). Only the
king had special property rights and was empowered to tax the people
against their will, not the judge. The final distinction between king and
Judge consists of the fact that only the monarchy was inherited (with priority
to the eldest son), while the judgeships were filled by appointment based on
merit and not automatically transmitted from father to son. Nevertheless,
there were certain royal lines that were terminated due to the sins of those
families, as in the case of King Saul. This concludes the discussion on the
role of the judge based upon Abravanel’s treatment of the subject.
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¥ JOSHUA 28
OTHNIEL (3:7) 40
EHUD (3:12) 80
SHAMGAR (3:31)
' DEBORAH & BARAK (4:1) 40
GIDEON (6:1)
ABIMELECH (9:1)
TOLA (10:1)
JAIR (10:3)
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1. Numbers refer to chapter and verse in the Book of Judges where the rule of the judge is first mentioned.

2. Includes 7 years of Midianite rule. ’

3. There is one year which counts for both Tola and Jair. . R

4. While the verse (/ Samuel 4:18) refers to Eli having led Israel for 40 years, the Iast year was incomplete and is therefore not counted for
the purposes of the chronology
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12 The Children of Israel continued to do that which was euvil in the eyes of
HaSHEM, and HAsHEM strengthened Eglon, king of Moab, over Israel, because
they had done that which was evil in the eyes of HASHEM. * He gathered to
himself the Children of Ammon and Amalek, then he went and struck Israel and
took possession of the City of Date Palms [Jericho]. '* The Children of Israel
served Eglon, king of Moab, for eighteen years.

15 The Children of Israel cried out to HASHEM, and HASHEM set up a savior for
thern: Ehud son of Gera, a Benjaminite, a man with a withered right hand. The
Children of Israel sent a tribute with him to Eglon, king of Moab. ¢ Ehud made
himself a sword with two sharp edges, a cubit its length, and he girded it under
his garments on his right thigh. ’

17 He brought the tribute to Eglon, king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very obese
man.) ¢ It happened that when he finished offering the tribute, he led away the
people, the bearers of the tribute, ** and then he returned from the quarries near
Gilgal and said, “I have a secret matter for you, O king.”

[The King] said, “Silence!” — and all who stood before him went out.

20 Then Ehud came to him as he was Sllllng alone in his cool upper chamber.
Fhud said, “I have a word of God for you,” so he stood up* from the chair.

21 Fhud then stretched out his left hand and took the sword from upon his right
thigh and thrust it into [Eglon's] belly. 2 Even the hilt went in after the blade and
the fat closed around the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of his belly; the
excrement poured out.

2 Fhud went out to the porch, closed the doors of the upper chamber behind
him, and locked [themn]. ¢ When he had left, [Eglon’s| servants came and saw
that — behold! the doors of the upper chamber were locked, they said, “He is
but relieving himself in the cool chamber." 2> They waited for a long time, but
behold, he was not opening the doors of the upper chamber. They took the key
and opened them and — behold! their master was fallen on the ground, dead!

2 Fhud had escaped while they were waiting, and he passed the quarries and
escaped to Seirah.

27 |t happened when he arrived that he sounded the shofar at Mount Ephrazm

The Children of Israel descended with him from the mountain, and hé was
before them. 28 He said to them, “Give chase behind me, for HASHEM has
delivered your enemies, Moab, into your hand!” They descended after him.
They conquered the Jordan's crossings into Moab and did not let anyone cross.
2 They struck Moab at that time, about ten thousand men, every fearsome man
and every mighty hero, not a man escaped.
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